“The Kid Nobody Could Handle”

Kurt Vonnegut

Questions:

1. What type of character is Helmholtz?

2. What does “child in a market place” mean?

3. How does the dialogue between Quinn and Helmholtz enhance the characterization of Quinn?

4. How does Vonnegut characterize Jim?

5. What characteristics does Vonnegut choose to emphasize in describing Jim?

6. Compare the dreams of Quinn and Helmholtz? Pay close attention to the specific differences.

7. Why is Helmholtz appalled by Jim’s expressionless eyes?

8. What are the differences between the Quinn’s and Helmholtz’s potential point of view lay with the conflict?

9. How are the personalities of Quinn and Helmholtz reflected in their dialogue and attitudes toward Jim?

10. Which character has the correct solution for Jim’s problems?

11. What do you think the real solution for this problem may be?

12. What can you infer about Helmholtz’s character that he drives an older car?

13. What does the diction or word choice used in describing the C band reveal about the students’ abilities?

14. What is Helmholtz’s reaction to the C band class period?

15. What does “There was nothing to do but dress up and go to school” say about the character?

16. What does the dialogue between Jim and Helmholtz reveal about the teacher’s emotions upon discovering the vandalism?

17. How does the dialogue between Jim and Helmholtz coupled with Vonnegut’s diction and character description of Jim define about the boy’s problems?

18. Why doesn’t Jim smash the trumpet?

19. Why does Helmholtz take away Jim’s boots?

20. What is the effect of this abrupt act on Jim?

21. Has Helmholtz tapped into something with Jim?

22. Why does Vonnegut choose to repeat the image of the destructive construction equipment?

23. Why does Quinn fail to call Jim by his name?

24. Which character’s approach to solve Jim’s problems do you agree with and why?

25. What, in your opinion, does Jim need?

26. Where does the change in Jim take place?

27. What do you think Vonnegut is trying to prove about the characters of Jim and Helmholtz with the vague ending?
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Short Answer Question Responses

1. How is Helmholtz affected by his idea that “our aim is to make the world more beautiful than it was when we came into it” in the story? Explain your answer and provide evidence from the text.
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2. What does Jim learn from Helmholtz by the end of the story? Explain your answer and provide evidence from the text.
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