“Thank You, Ma’am”

Langston Hughes

Questions:

1. What is ironic or unexpected about the scene set in the first paragraph?

2. Do you think Roger has had much experience as a thief?  Why or Why not? 

3. How would you describe the tone or the way Mrs. Jones talks to Roger after she gets a hold of him?

4. Why do you think Roger is so honest when Mrs. Jones asks him if he will run?

5. Why does Mrs. Jones say that Roger should be her son?

6. What can the reader infer about Roger’s homelife?  

7. Why does Mrs. Jones leave her door open?

8. What purpose does the author have in mind when he used italics for “—and went to the sink”?

9. Why do you think Mrs. Jones has Roger wash his face and comb his hair?

10. What is the mood in Mrs. Jones’ apartment?

11. What does Mrs. Jones mean when she tells Roger she could have asked for the money to buy the shoes?

12. What purpose does the author have in using the word “son” when Mrs. Jones speaks directly to Roger?

13. What is the deal with Roger and trust?

14. Why do you think Mrs. Jones gives Roger money?

15. What are some character traits shown by the words and actions of Mrs. Jones? Use the character chart on the wall to prompt students.

16. Why can’t Roger manage to say more than “Thank you”?
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Short Answer Question Responses

1. Why do you think the author waits until Roger is in Mrs. Jones’ apartment to reveal the truth about why he tried to steal from her? Explain your answer and provide evidence from the text.


_________________________________________


_________________________________________


_________________________________________


_________________________________________


_________________________________________

2. What is the major or main conflict that Roger experiences in the story? Explain your answer and provide evidence from the text.


_________________________________________


_________________________________________


_________________________________________


_________________________________________


_________________________________________

